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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

(see 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

I IEI Basis of the opinion 

II □ Priority 

III □ Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

IV □ Lack of unity of invention 

V H Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appl.cabil.ty; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

VI □ Certain documents cited 

VII □ Certain defects in the international application 

VMI □ Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 



Description, Pages 

1 _ 6 as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 
1-2 



as originally filed 



Drawings, Sheets 

1 /4 . 4/4 as originally filed 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , wh.ch .s: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andbr 55.3). 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
' citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-2 

1-2 
1-2 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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1) Claim 1 



Document US-A-5 157 941 (Document D1) which is regarded as being the closest 
prior art to the subject-matter of claim 1 , discloses (see column 3, lines 30 to 58 
and column 4, line 57 to column 5, line 15 and figures 2, 3 and 5) an evaporator 
(24) for a refrigeration system, comprising a tube (26) provided with fins and bent 
in the form of a coil, conducting a refrigerating fluid therewith and comprising tube 
portions arranged parallel to each other and which are transversal to the direction 
of a forced airflow that passes externally through the evaporator (24) from a first 
end region of air admission to a second end region of air outlet of the evaporator. 

In this known evaporator, the evaporator tube has its tube portions arranged as a 
coil, having an inlet end provided in the second end region of the evaporator (24), 
and an outlet end provided in the first end region of the evaporator, so that the 
refrigerating fluid flows through the coil in counterflow in relation to the forced air 
flow. 

The argument of the applicant that the tube bending arrangement of document D1 
differs from that of claim and that the manufacturing process leading to the 
evaporator of claim 1 is more complex, may be correct but are not expressed in 
the claim as differentiating features. 



Hence, document D1 reveals all the features of claim 1 and the present 
application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the subject- 
matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

(It should be noted that the feature of claim 1 of the tube portions being 
transversal to the direction of the airflow is unclear, as the direction of airflow is 
not part of the claimed subject-matter and it cannot be used to clearly define such 
subject-matter). 

2) Document D1 also reveals all the features of claim 2, so that claim 2 is also not 
new. 

3) The industrial applicability of the application is obvious. 
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